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O §till Small Voice of Calrm... Rev. Joanne L. VerBurg
Perhaps you are familiar with the story of the prophet Elijah when he
flees for his life, lest he be killed by ol’ Queen Jezebel for killing the
prophets of the pagan god, Baal, that she worshipped. Elijah first
hides out under a broom tree, begging for Yahweh to kill him...and in Festival of Friends/Talent/UNTalent
return, Yahweh offers him food & drink and he gains strength to go 40  Joys & Concerns/Plant Sale

days & nights and makes his way to a cave on Mt. Horeb. And again

he begs Yahweh to take his life.

Finally God’s messenger tells him to go and stand on the top of the
mountain for God is about to pass by...but stubborn, I just want to
die”, Elijah, continues to hide out in the comfort of his cave. A great Adult Class Offerings

wind kicks up; then an earthquake, followed by a fire...but Elijah doesn‘t

budge... Yahweh wasn't in the wind or the earthquake or the fire...but it was only in the sound of
sheer silence that Elijah took courage; stepped outside his cave right into the arms of a loving God
who then told him God had more work for Elijah to do...

Moderator Darla Baldwin

Financial Picture
SCRIP/Abraham Build/Property
Children & Youth Ministries

Lately with all that’s been happening around here, we have every reason to feel a whole lot like
Elijah...an earthquake one afternoon, high winds and fierce rains and flooding thanks to Irene, all
amid the ongoing summer drought and wildfires. This story speaks to us lo, these many centuries
later as we too feel the need to flee for our lives....hopefully not because there’s a price on our head;
nor because we want God to take our life; but because the stresses of life seem overwhelming and
never-ending.

As the lazy, hazy, crazy days of Summer are about to kick us into the busyness of Fall, some of us
find ourselves in new, uncharted experiences of school or work or unemployment or retirement;
loneliness or the death of a loved one; broken dreams; broken relationships; money worries at home
and at church...And often we find ourselves just wanting to run away from it all, seeking some “cave
comfort & security.” And the more we hide out, the more unable we are to recognize God has come
calling...maybe not in the winds & the rain or the earth moving beneath our feet...but once again God
waits outside our cave...and in the waiting, God calls us out in faith and it isn’t until we make
ourselves stop long enough to hear the deafening sounds of silence; that we are able to hear God
inviting us as partners in God’s service; as living witnesses of God’s unconditional love and endless
presence” and so we pray..."speak through the earthquake, wind and fire, O still small voice of
calm..” (Dear God Embracing Humankind, JG Whittier and FC. Maker; No. 594, Chalice Hymnbook).
Blessings, Rev. Joanne
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Our Anniversary Celebrations Continue!
(Only 73 Days 'til our 25th Anniversary Weekend!)

Until then...our next Anniversary celebration is upon us. September 11, we will welcome Rev. Ron
Degges, President of our Disciples Home Missions to share with us at a variety of times that
morning; beginning at 9a during Gathering Worship;10a when all adults & youth will meet with Ron
to tell us more about Disciples Home Mission; and 11a when he will bring us God’s Good News for
the Church!

September 11 is Festival of Friends Day—all day long! (see page 3 of this newsletter) Invite someone to
experience Covenant at its best; in Worship or at 10a Refreshments & Education Hour or later this

same day, to our uproarious, renowned, side-splitting, all around enjoyable Talent/UNTalent Night!
You'll be glad you did... ©

Disciples Women’s Ministry/Amazing Grays
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News from Our Moderator

There’s a quote I love. I almost always get it wrong, so today I googled it. It's from theologian
Frederick Buechner, and it goes like this:

“The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep
hunger meet." (Wishful Thinking)

We can apply this idea in our careers, our interactions with others, and within our faith community.
The right place for us is where we find happiness in meeting the needs of the world. So, ask
yourself: What part of Covenant’s ministry makes you deeply glad? Where do you see a need that
you can fill?

Our Program Ministry Coordinators are working hard to plan exciting and faith-filled activities for us
in the 2011-2012 program year, but it takes all of us to carry out our mission and ministry. I hope
you’ll answer the call for each of us to join one (or more) Program Ministries to help us care for each
other and those who haven’t found us yet. Together, we can find our way to the place God calls us
to be, meeting the world’s needs and experiencing great happiness!

Come find your deep gladness at Covenant! Dawlow Baldwin, Moderator
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Disciples Women’s Ministry News

Some of us recently spent a marvelous weekend learning and communing with one another at the
Disciples Women’s Ministry Retreat at Christmount. I may be prejudiced, but I think we have a
special group of women here at Covenant Christian Church. If you want to get to know some of
these women and experience the fellowship that comes out of just being together, don’t miss our
quarterly breakfast on Saturday September 10 at 8:30 a.m.

Not only will you get to sample some really good food and conversation, you will also receive the

benefit of hearing from our speaker Lynice Williams. Lynice is the Executive Director of NC Fair

Share. She will be presenting on Health Care Reform and a faith-inspired vision for health care.

There is so much incorrect information disseminated about the future of health care in the U.S. This

is your opportunity to get the facts, so please join us. Contact Renié Palmer:

481-2121 or at Rpalmer123@nc.rr.com if you plan to attend. You don’t want to miss this!
Renté Palmer, Chaiyperson
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And Don’t Forget the $25/25 Anniversary Fund ($25 for 25 years)!

We're asking for a suggested $25 donation(any amount is welcomed) from each Covenant household
and anyone else who wants to help us celebrate this milestone in our church family’s story. If every
household would consider contributing to this fund we will be able to provide a catered reception and
program that allows everyone to be freed up to truly celebrate this grand occasion.

Thanks to the 19 member/guest households and 12 Covenant supporters who have already
responded to the call. There are special envelopes in the back of the sanctuary chairs for your
convenience or you may mail your donation to the church office. Earmark your check, “$25/25.”
Thanks for yowr support...

Your 25% Anniversawry Committee; Pam Deawdorff & Mawiown Howtmany, Co-Chis:


mailto:Rpalmer123@nc.rr.com

A FESTIVAL OF FRIENDS MEETING FRIENDS!
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Don't you think it would be fun to introduce your school, neighborhood, workplace, and family
friends to your friends and acquaintances at Covenant Christian Church? Well, we would like to
meet and even celebrate them at church on Sunday, September 11.

We’'re not just talking about people without a church home...This is a great chance to have your
friends experience the joy of Covenant! We promise, there will be no embarrassing moments of
introduction! This is simply a wonderful way to fill our worship space with many friendly faces!

There will be several interesting things happening on that day, so find a way to get these important
people in your life to the church in time for one or more of the following:

9am Gathering Worship

10a Refreshments and a Community-wide Gathering of Adults ¢ Youth as we learn more about
Disciples Home Missions that Covenant supports thru our Disciples Mission Fund. Children, preK-5
grade will attend Sunday School.

12am Worship with guest minister, Rev. Ron Degges, President of Disciples Home Mission

5-7p Talent-UnTalent Night (read related article below)

This evening event is when our world famous TALENT-UNTALENT show reveals more than one could
ever imagine about who can do what and how well or NOT! It's not to late to team up with some of
your friends so ya'll can demonstrate your talent as a group. Just do it. I dare you.

But, if your friends are allergic to smiling, laughing, enjoying themselves and feeling the warm
welcoming spirit of Covenant, don't dare bring them to any of these things. They would never
forgive you for it. © Carole Tyler, Invitation Ministry Chr.
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Dust OfF Your Top Hat! Put on Your Dancin’ Shoes!
It’s Time for Talent-UnTalent Night!
Sunday, September 11 5-7:30p (ChildCare provided)

Please join us for an evening of family fun as we kick-off a great new season at Covenant Christian
Church with our annual Talent/Un-Talent Night and Potluck Dinner.

We'll be showcasing some entertaining UNTalent as well as Performing arts (martial arts, singing,
dancing, comedy) cooking, baking, photography, art work, wood work, crafts or any other talent you
choose to share! Sign-up in the entryway or contact the church office: 481-4715;
covenantcc@bellsouth.net to bring your favorite dish for our potluck dinner and/or to showcase your
hidden and not so hidden talents!

Even if you think you’ve missed the Talent Train, being here is most important as we cheer others
on; laugh a lot; be entertained; eat great food; enjoy one another’s company & appreciate the many
gifts among us...Jhvite someone to Come with You fOr ah evening of great fuh ¢ food!

"The Amazing Grays” ©
September Luncheon Meeting
Thursday, September 15, at 11:30a
Olive Garden @ Crossroads

We'll also talk a bit about the
October 16-18 Fall Leaf Trip
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come, Satisfy the Hungry Hear¢

Welcome to our newest members: Wally & Ellen Teto. Their address & phone number: 200
Weather Ridge Lane, Apt. 222, Cary, 27513, 535-8425. Brad Baldwin is their Shepherding Elder.
Please extend a warm Covenant welcome to them.

Our love & prayers are with: Cathy Downs in the recent death of her cousin.

Recent: Sherri Duryea; Don Davis (Kathy Smith); Those in the aftermath of Hurricane Irene: NC
Concerns include: Macclesfield CC-flooding & fallen steeple; several congregations downeast whose
families have damages to their homes; and the continuing famine, drought & continuing oppression
of the people of East Africa.

You may help any of these concerns through donations to the Week of Compassion:
www.weekofcompassion.org or make a check payable to Covenant CC and earmark: WoC (100% of
your $$ goes directly to disaster relief!)

Continuing Prayers: Cameron Jackson & family; Art & Hazel Brothers; Vicky Vanderford;

Deb Nystrom; Mary Toney; Parents: Phama Larsen Johnston. Mothers: Vicky Vanderford; Patricia
Mills; Melanie Bunn; Lesley Richardson; Don Brooks; Teresa DeMartin; Ann Hall; Fathers: Megan
Larsen; Debbie Miller; Daughters: Patricia Mills; Jack Reilly; The Hoffman's; Sister: Kathy Smith;
Grandmothers: Angie Ballard; Kelley Richardson; Vicki Wilkinson; Grandfather: Dana Kropf;
Brothers: Don Brooks; Vicki Wilkinson; Jim Hartman; Chris Kidd. Aunts: Vicky Vanderford; Jeff
Miller; Glenda Hoffman; Melanie Bunn; Ann Washington; Niece: Patricia Mills; Terry White Great
Niece: Nancy Jones; Nephews: Terry White. Great-Nephew: The Beaufort’s; Barishes. Cousins:
Elaine Fry; Mary Lou Jackson; Ted Glasener; Terry White; Sisters-in-Law: Terry White.
Remembering Others: Raynell Cheek; Marvin Woodcock; Vera Taylor & Gene Davis: Dempsey
Adams; David Lloyd; Bunnie & Bob Merckle; Liz Delmer; Cheyenne Craven-Crozier; Rev. Dr. Kay
Northcutt; Christine & Sara Bronson; Ron Walters; Kelly Canady; General & Regional Church
Leaders; NC DoC new church starts.

Remember to contact the church office: covenantcc@bellsouth.net; 481-4715 to continue those
listed under “Remembering Others” after 2 weeks.
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ian Church’s

Fall Plant Sale! Saturday, September 2¢ 9am-Noon
Fall planting season is right around the corner! Please support Covenant Christiah Church by
purchasing some BIG gorgeous MUMS and beautiful delicate PANSIES for your garden.

‘Pre-order your plahts ho later thah Tuesday, September 20th, 2011!

In order for this to be a successful fundraiser we heed YOU to place your own order anhd toO also start
selling those mums and pansies NOW to all of your heighbors and friends.

Plant Type: Quantity Total $

Pansies (mixed flats): $15 per flat

Garden Mums (8 inch pots): $10 each
Please specify color: yellow, bronze, purple or white
Monster Mums (14 inch pots): $20 each
Please specify color: yellow, bronze, purple or white

*All pre-orders must be received by: September 20, 2011%*
Make your check payable to Covenant & in the Memo line: “Fall Plant Sale"
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Our Financial Picture

And now a word from our Treasurer...

Preliminary figures for August show a shortfall of $6K for the month, following July’s shortfall
for $5K. For both months, expenses were on budget, but income was less than budgeted. The
weather certainly did not cooperate with us, when Irene caused the Town of Cary to cancel Lazy
Daze our major summer fundraiser. We are looking forward to Fall, when income usually picks
up a bit!! Please give generously to Covenant’s ministries! Final August figures will be reported
in the September 18 bulletin.

Questions? Comments? Contact: Kathy Smith, Treasurer (363-6313; ekathys@gmail.com)

Our Gifts & Expenses

Monthly Needs June July

Gifts $19,700 $ 19,319 $15,600
Fundraisers & Other $ 1,100 $ 338 210
Total $20,800 $ 19,657 $15,870
Year to Date Actual:

Total Income through 7.31.11 $123,710

Less Expenses through 7.31.11 $143,181

General Fund shortfall through 7.31.11 ($19,471)

YOUR REQUEST IS OUR COMMAND!

Check the pocket in the back of the chairs in the Sanctuary. Offering envelopes have been
placed there for your convenience. Notice the options given on the front of the card about how
you want your contribution to be used: General Fund, Building Fund. There’s even a place to
write in your desire to have your contribution used for some "OTHER" purpose.

Then, by putting your name on the envelope, your contribution will be noted as a part of your
giving record which lists all of your tax deductible gifts to Covenant. Boxes of these envelopes
can be made available to those who would like to use them on a regular basis. Contact the
church office if you want a box: 481-4715 or covenantcc@bellouth.net.
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Bargain Hunters for Covenant

All members of Covenant are asked to join us in a fundraiser that won’t cost you a cent! This
fundraiser is all about doing something that you don’t already do to save money, and then
donating those new savings to the church. For example:

1. Kroger’s gives seniors (born before 1954) a 5% discount on Tuesdays, and Harris Teeter
does the same on Thursdays for those who are age 60 or over. There are likely others. Lots
of fast food outlets give senior discounts, too. If you are a senior, know your favorite store’s
policy, and take advantage of it!

2. Shop from the convenience of home: check out www.Amazon.com grocery store for bulk
shopping — most items qualify for free super saver shipping on orders over $25.

3. Use your grocery store’s “digital coupons” program -- you don't even have to remember to
hand coupons to the cashier. Register on the store website with your shopper card
number, and load “coupons” onto your card — when you purchase the items, the coupon
value will be deducted from your total.

Please mark you donations “"Bargain Hunters” and be sure to pass your savings tips on to
Kathy Smith: 363-6313; ekathys@gmail.com

<>LI>LL>LL>LL>L
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Covenant’s SCRIP Update

In January of this year, I challenged the congregation to raise $2000 this year using the SCRIP
program at Covenant. I am incredibly happy to announce that as of our final order in
August, we accomplished our goal!! And we made it four months ahead of schedule. Thank
you to everyone who has participated with the program this year. No matter the amount you
purchased, every contribution has helped us reach our goal. And tis? We still have four months
left! Now the question becomes, how far can we go? I look forward seeing how much more we can
raise over the next four months!

September is here! Start your planning now as to how you can use SCRIP for your budgetary or gift-
giving needs. September & October birthdays and anniversaries, school supplies, supplies for your
final outdoor projects, even Halloween candy and decorations, are great ways that you can use
SCRIP. Stop by and see the SCRIP volunteers in the church entryway after each service to place an
order, purchase inventory, or get more information. Kathy Smith will be filling in as the SCRIP
volunteer September 18. All orders will still be processed as usual, including inventory purchases,
paper orders, and online orders. Thanks, Kathy! Robin Miller, SCRIP Coordinator
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Habitat for Humanity Abraham Build
Habitat Wake is launching our first Abraham Build, a collaborative, Interfaith effort to fund and build
a home for a low-income family. Members of the Jewish, Christian, and Muslim communities in Wake
County are working together to complete our first Abraham Build project, and to learn more about
one another in the process.

Read about the project from the point of view of David LaMotte, NC Council of Churches. "The most
effective way to combat bigotry is to build community, and there is no better way to build
community than to work together for the common good. The Abraham build embodies so much that
I hold dear, and I am thrilled that this is happening in Wake County."

Fifteen members of our congregation have volunteered to participate in this project.
Consider a way that you and/or your family or group within our church can help. You must be 16
yrs old to actually help with the construction; but we will also be called upon to help in other ways.
Contact Renié Palmer to sign up to help with construction or for other ways to help: 481-2121; or
Rpalmeri23@nc.rr.com The first build date is scheduled for Saturday, October 22, at 8:30 a.m. at
515 Parnell Dr. in Raleigh.

The first fundraiser (Jazz concert and silent auction) was a great success. The print pictured below is
our next attempt to raise the $75,000 needed to purchase building materials for the house. 300
copies are available for purchase for $25. Let Renié Palmer know if you would like to purchase one.

-
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Do You Have a Little Extra Time??
Property Ministry Needs YOU!

Property Ministry is divided into 2 parts. I am coordinating the outside Property efforts this year;
and Ken Hoffman is responsible for the inside the building needs. In addition to a couple of
scheduled church-wide work parties and some small-group opportunities, I want to make sure
everyone who wants to help, gets a chance. If you have free time any morning/afternoon/evening or
an hour-or-so on the weekend and want to help, contact me: dreaves@troxlerlabs.com;
467-7712(H) or 485-2212 (W) and I'll let you know what needs to be done. If you prefer to work
inside, let me know of your interest and I'll let Ken know and he’ll get back to you...Thanks for your
willingness to help us be good stewards of our property & grounds...Dick Reaves; Property Co-Chu.
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Education Ministries News

Hi! I'm Beth Kearney-one of the new co-chairs, along with Misty Mowrey for our Education Ministry.
I thought I would take this opportunity to let you know a little bit about myself-in case you don't
already know much about me. I moved to North Carolina in 2000 after graduating from Manchester
College in North Manchester, Indiana with a BS in Biology. I joined Covenant Christian Church in
2004 just before my oldest son, Drew, was born. He is now in first grade at Thales Academy in
Apex. I also have a 4-year-old son, Carter, who goes to preschool at Grace Church Preschool in
Cary. I have been married to Jeff since 2003. We live in Chatham County near Jordan Lake. My
husband also has a son from his first marriage, Ethan, who currently lives in Houston with his mom.
I have served as a Sunday School teacher for the preschool class. I've also started 'greeting' in
Worship & Wonder. I have participated in the adult Hot Topics class.

I am so excited to work with the congregation to help organize and guide the education needs of the
members-from all age groups. I have a special passion for finding opportunities to help our children
mature in their spiritual journey as I watch my own children grow in their relationship with the Lord.
I am also deeply interested in doing what I can to ensure that the adults in the congregation are
satisfied with the educational opportunities that are offered. I am very interested to hear any input
and plan to pursue opportunities for you to give ideas formally. Feel free to call (919-545-0052),
email (bethanne805@hotmail.com) or catch me in person! I am enthused to kick off the year and
work to enrich our opportunities!

Peace; Bethv
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Kick-Off Sunday IS HERE!

We've got so much planhed for you this year! And it all begins on September 11!

The summer has come and gone and it’s time for us to BLAZE into a hew year! WWe'll KiCK it Off
with hew mornhing Sunday School classes, Worship and Worship & TJonhder and [ater on that day at
5p with our annual Talent/UnTalent Night!!

Covenhant is prepared to be @ part Of your Spiritual formation ¢ jourhey! Gtay tunhed for all the
details about this year’s events and how you Cah be ihvolved! For more information, ContacCt

TRev. Randy: ¢81-¢715; or randy-cCc@bellsouth.net.
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s Program Aletll

We've got a unique opportunity for ALL 3™ graders, beginning
KiCk-Off Sunday September 11...

*Transitional Worship — All 3 graders are invited during 12 AM worship (after children’s
Moment) to joih Pastor Randy in the big Sunday School Class for Transitional Worship! This
program is offered to help children who have graduated Children Worship ¢ IWonder, but yet
need added guidance before entering adult worship.

*Ah Thformational Session will be available £for parents oh September ¢, immediately following 11
AM worship for those who waht to Khow more).

For more information or questions, contact ReV. Randy: ¢81-¢715; Oor rahdy-CCC@bellsouth.net.
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Educational Hour: (10 AM)

-Toddler/Infant Nurseries (Newborn to 3 yrs. old)
-Preschool (Ages 3 - K) 0
-Early Elementary (Grades 1 - 2) \°
-Upper Elementary (Grades 3 - 5)

-Chi Rho - AM (Grades 6 - 8)
-CYF Experience (Sr. High Youth)

Children’s Church (during 11 AM Worship)

- Infant Nursery (Newborn - 18 mos. old)- Paid Staff/volunteer
-Toddler Nursery (18 mos. & up) - Paid Staff/volunteer
-Children's Worship & Wonder (Ages 3 - 2™ grade)
-Transitional Worship [Sept - Nov.] - 3™ grade ONLY
And There's More:

-Kids 2 Kids - Monthly SERVICE activities for all Elementary students.
-Chi Rho - Activities for all Middle School Youth (Bi-weekly programs)
-CYF - Activities for all Sr. High Youth. (Bi-weekly programs)
-COMING SOON! - “Covenant Time" - Details to be revealed soon.

(Fellowship experiences for K-2° & 3-5" graders)

CHI-RHO (6"-8" grade)

September 11 - KICK OFF-SUNDAY! Talent/Untalent Night (5 PM) - Bring the whole family!
September 25 - Chi Rho Program! Bring $4 & a friend. (5:30 - 7 PM)

CYF (9* -12* grade)

September 11 - KICK OFF-SUNDAY! Talent/Untalent Night (5 PM) - Bring the whole family!
September 30 - October 2- Regional CYF Retreat @ Camp Caroline!
($70 Registration Fee - pays lodging/food)
October (Date TBD) - Fishing Trip @ the coast! (Keep your eyes peeled for more info...)




Hungry for Some Adult Conversation? Check out these Fall Classes!
Sunday Mornings, 10-10:45a  Everyone’s Welcome!

Please Note: Sunday September 11, at 10a, all Adult Classes, along with other
interested adults will meet together in the Sanctuary with Ron Degges, President of
Disciples Home Missions, as we learn more about this important ministry of the Christian
Church (DoCQ).

We will also plan to do the same Sunday, October 23, when we meet with Dennis Landon,
President of Higher Education Leadership Ministries (HELM)...With these exceptions in mind,
read further to learn what each Adult Class is offering for your educational and spiritual growth,

beginning September 4 at 10a (childcare for Infants & Toddlers/classes available for Pre-school & Kdgn;
Younger & Older Elementary age; Middle & High Schools):

The Seekers Class

September 4 & 18 we'll be finishing up our discussion on the last 2 entries of The Jesus Diaries,
as we continue to grow in our understanding of how to think about and talk about Jesus.

Beginning September 25, we will return to lively & informative discussions of the Lectionary
scriptures each week: assigned readings of the Hebrew Testament; The Book of Psalms; The
Gospel Lesson and one of the Epistles. Everyone is invited to share in the on-going challenges
of interpreting the scriptures as we incorporate the stories of scripture into our daily walk of
faith. So, come on down the Education hallway to the last room on the left; and

join whoever’s there waiting for YOU!

The Disciples Class

We explore the Scriptures through The International Lesson Sunday School Lesson Series,

which follows a a six-year plan for reading and studying the Bible. The series includes daily

Bible readings as well. We’'ll begin the Fall Quarter, Sunday, September 4 with a focus on

“Tradition and Wisdom” as we passages from Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, and

Matthew. We meet in the Library (off the Sanctuary entryway) each Sunday morning.
Come check us out!

“Hot Topics” Class

Many “mainline” and “progressive” Christians are much clearer about what we do not believe
that about what we do believe. The “Hot Topics” discussion group will begin a new book study
on September 18: What’s the Least I Can Believe and Still Be a Christian?: A Guide to What
Matters Most, by Rev. Martin Thielen.

Join us in the Sanctuary as we consider real life current issues from a Christian perspective.

We've sold the first order of books, so if you have yet to purchase your copy of the book ($10-
reimburse the church as you’re able); contact the church office: 481-4715 or
covenantcc@bellsouth.net by September 9 to do so. For other questions, contact Kathy Smith:
ekathys@gmail.com or 363-6313.



mailto:covenantcc@bellsouth.net
mailto:ekathys@gmail.com

